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Definitions of rural on the Web: 
 
 
Related phrases:   rural area, rural development, rural areas   rural housing service rural dean   
rural district 
 
 
*  living in or characteristic of farming or country life; "rural people"; "large rural households"; 

"unpaved rural roads"; "an economy that is basically rural" 
wordnet.princeton.edu/perl/webwn 

 
*  relating to rural areas; "rural electrification"; "rural free delivery (RFD)" 
       wordnet.princeton.edu/perl/webwn 
 
* Rural areas are sparsely settled places away from the influence of large cities and towns. 

Such areas are distinct from more intensively settled urban and suburban areas, and also 
from unsettled lands such as outback or wilderness. People live in villages, on farms and in 
other isolated houses. en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rural 

 
* A term to describe something which is not of an urban center. 

www.mostreferred.com/resources/glossary-r.html 
 
* Part of the Recreation Opportunity Spectrum. An area that is characterized by a natural 

environment, which has been substantially modified by development of structures, 
vegetative manipulation or pastoral agricultural development. Resource modification and 
utilization practices may be used to enhance specific recreation activities and maintain 
vegetative cover and soil. Sights and sounds of humans are readily evident, and the 
interaction between users is often moderate to high. ... 

       terrasip.gis.umn.edu/projects/usdafs/help/descriptions.html 
 
* All areas not classified by the Census Bureau as urban are defined as rural and generally 

include places of less than 2,500 persons. www.ntia.doc.gov/ntiahome/fttn99/glossary.html 
 
* Refers to an area with mostly farmland and little human population, or characteristic of 

farming and country life. www.ecohealth101.org/glossary.html 
 
* of or relating to the country or country people, or agriculture; Population 
       www.africanculturalcenter.org/10_0glossary.html 
 
* 1. School or multi-school system with 2,500 students or fewer in a community of 25,000 

people or less located 25 miles or more from a large urban center OR 2. School or school 
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system where students are bussed from several areas or communities and located 25 miles 
or more from an urban center. www.menc.org/connect/doe/glossary.html 

 
* those areas not designated as metropolitan statistical areas (MSAs) 
       www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/injury/ems/emstraumasystem03/glossary.htm 
 
* Territory and population not classified as urban constitute rural, generally places of less 

than 2,500 persons (for more detail, see Urban). 
       www.stats.indiana.edu/web/definitions/data_definitions.htm 
 
* A Main Inventory Table field identifying the presence of agricultural tools and livestock. 
       gunstonhall.org/probate/glossary.htm 
 
* Places (incorporated or unincorporated) with fewer than 2,500 residents and open territory. 

See non-metropolitan areas. (ERS: USDA:What is Rural ) 
       www.worldhungeryear.org/fslc/faqs/ria_074.asp 
 
* Territory, population and housing units not classified as urban. "Rural" classification cuts 

across other hierarchies and can be in metropolitan or non-metropolitan areas. 
       www.sccommunityprofiles.org/glossary.asp 
 
* Areas outside the boundaries of urban areas. 
       www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/sidewalks/appb.htm 
 
* Rural population includes persons living in the open country or in towns of less than 2,500 

people. It is subdivided in the rural farm population which comprises all rural residents living 
on farms, and the rural non farm population which includes the remaining rural population. 

       www.mnforsustain.org/rockefeller_1972_glossary.htm 
 
* pertaining to the area outside the larger and moderate- sized cities and surrounding 

population concentrations. Generally characterized by farms, ranches, small towns, and 
unpopulated regions. Compare with suburb. 

       www.mvprealestate.com/tips_terms/R_terms.htm 
 
* Indicates whether the school is located in a rural area. A rural area is defined as a locality 

comprising fewer than 10 000 people. The localities are determined by the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics. education.qld.gov.au/schools/statistics/glossary.html 

 
* Used to identify books related to agriculture or country life and concerns. 

lib.ucr.edu/depts/acquisitions/YBP%20NSP%20GLOSSARY%20EXTERNAL%20revised6-
02.php 

 
* relating to the countryside and people who live in the countryside. 
       www.futureharvest.org/about/glossary.shtml 
 
* means an area not defined as urban by AoA. 
       www.policy.okdhs.org/ch105/340-105-10/340_105-10-3._Definitions.htm 
 
* an area characterized by the sights and sounds of rural residential and agricultural land 

uses. The interaction between users is often moderate to high. 
       www.fs.fed.us/r3/carson/plans/ojo_caliente/html/glossary.html 
 
* A geographic area that is sparsely populated. 
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      wps.prenhall.com/chet_nathe_dental_2/0,9128,1352887-content,00.html 
 
* Cities, towns or villages with a population of less than 25,000. 
       www.dhcr.state.ny.us/ocd/pubs/html/cpm04-gloss.htm 
 
* Places of 2,500 or fewer population and not other urban areas. 
       www.sactaqc.org/Resources/primers/Glossary_AQ.htm 
 
* The area of the state outside the Perth Statistical Division as defined by the Australian 

Bureau of Statistics (see Metropolitan). 
       www.officeofroadsafety.wa.gov.au/Research/crash_stats_97/glossary.htm 
 
* Countryside. geographyfieldwork.com/GeographyVocabulary7.htm 
 
http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&defl=en&q=define:rural&sa=X&oi=glossary_definition&ct
=title
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